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Greetings from the Co-Chairs
of the DPP Board of Directors

Rodger Levenson 
Co-Chair 

Rob Herrera 
Co-Chair 

Delaware’s economy continues to move forward with purpose, momentum,
and confidence. In 2025, Delaware Prosperity Partnership supported 14 project
announcements that are projected to create 933 new jobs, retain 373 Delaware jobs
and add more than $1.49 billion of capital investment in our great state.
These accomplishments reflect more than numbers — they represent expanded
career pathways, stronger communities, and long-term economic resilience. From
advanced manufacturing and life sciences to logistics, fintech, and clean energy,
Delaware is attracting companies that see both immediate opportunity and lasting
value here.

Innovation remains central to our strategy. Delaware’s unique combination of
research institutions, skilled workforce, and collaborative business environment
continues to drive forward-thinking investment. By aligning economic development
with emerging technologies and future-ready industries, we are positioning the state
not only for today’s growth, but for sustained success in the years ahead.
None of this progress happens in isolation. We are deeply grateful to Governor Matt
Meyer, the General Assembly, our public and private investors, regional partners,
educators, and community leaders whose collaboration fuels DPP’s mission.

Their shared commitment to Delaware’s prosperity makes it possible to compete
effectively on a national and global stage.

As Co-Chairs, we are proud of the progress reflected in this annual report and
confident in the direction ahead. Delaware’s value proposition is strong, our
partnerships are solid, and our focus is clear. Together, we will continue building an
economy that is innovative, inclusive, and resilient — one that delivers opportunity
for businesses and residents alike. And one that reinforces why Delaware remains a
place where businesses choose to invest, innovate, and grow.

Thank you for your continued partnership and belief in Delaware’s future.
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Greetings from the Co-Chairs
of the DPP Board of Directors

2025 By the Numbers

All-Time DPP Project Figures, 2018-2025
Rodger Levenson 

Co-Chair 

Business Retention & 
Expansion Company 

Visits

112
Innovation & 

Entrepreneurship 
Events Attended

67

Staff Speaking 
Engagements

39
Visits to DPP 

Websites

85.7K+

Located 
Projects

89
Capital 

Investment

$3.5B+
Retained 

Jobs

3,264
New 
Jobs

8,483

DPP-Supported 
Projects

14
Targeted 

Outreach Events

34

Formal 
Prospect 

RFIs

23

More New 
Instagram 
Followers

16%

New 
Jobs

933

Business Retention 
& Expansion 

Surveys Returned

57%

More New 
LinkedIn 

Followers

17%

Total Project 
Capital investment

$1.49B

to Startup302 
Winners

$113K

YouTube Views, 
Representing 44.7 

Hours of Watch Time

2891

Retained 
Jobs

373

$332.3M

Startup Companies 
Engaged (50% 

More than in 2024)

155

Anticipated 
Site Readiness 

Investment

Countries Visited 
to Promote FDI

7
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ANNOUNCEMENT•PROGRESS•OPERATIONS

Merck Project 
is Largest 
Location in  
DPP History  
Delaware’s status as a manufacturing 
powerhouse in biopharmaceuticals was 
reinforced with the selection of Chestnut 
Run Innovation & Science Park (CRISP) for 
the $1 billion, 470,000-square-foot Merck 
Biologics Center of Excellence in Wilmington.
DPP assisted Merck with its search in the spring of 2024 and supported the company’s successful Delaware 
Strategic Fund grant request in February 2025. The global medicine and vaccine pioneer celebrated its 
decision to locate in Delaware with a groundbreaking ceremony at the site in April 2025. Merck was attracted 
to Delaware because of its deep regional science and technology talent pool and considers CRISP to be a 
dynamic hub for research and development, life sciences and manufacturing with room for continued growth. 
In addition to bringing 500 jobs to the state over five years and the potential for 1,500 additional local jobs with 
possible future expansion, Merck Wilmington Biotech will enhance Delaware’s biotechnology ecosystem and 
further the state’s reputation as a leader in life sciences innovation.
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2025 Updates on Previous  
DPP-Supported Projects 

AirJoule (2024 DPP announcement) celebrated its new 
35,000-square-foot headquarters – which includes the 
company’s primary research, development, manufacturing 
and assembly operations – on Shea Way in Newark in July.

Solenis   (2022 DPP announcement) cut the 
ribbon on its new 100,000-square-foot research and 
development center – which includes advanced 
labs, office facilities and customer service space – at 
Chestnut Run Innovation & Science Park in October.

Evernorth (2023 DPP announcement) opened 
its 200,000-square-foot Accredo Specialty 
Pharmacy warehouse with advanced robotic 
and automation technologies – which will allow 
the company to distribute more than 1.5 million 
prescriptions each year – in Newark’s First State 
Logistics Park in October.

Satys (2024 DPP announcement) officially  
unveiled its new 38,000-square-foot facility – which 
provides aircraft painting and sealing services for 
large business jets – at Wilmington ILG Airport in  
New Castle in October.
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26
Retained 

jobs

2025 Project Announcements
From January to December 2025, DPP supported the following 14 companies that chose to locate, expand 
and/or make capital investments in Delaware:

Wilmington Expansion & 
Retention

Newark Startup

Newport MISI Expansion & 
Retention

New Castle Location

Newark Expansion & 
Retention

Wilmington Location

Seaford Location

 New  
Jobs

 New  
Jobs

 New  
Jobs

 New  
Jobs

 New  
Jobs

 New  
Jobs

44

Retained  
Jobs

Retained  
Jobs

5

127

225

135

500

19

26

$12.5M

$550M
Capital 

Investment

Capital 
Investment

Capital 
Investment

Capital 
Investment

Capital 
Investment

$16.6M

$1B

$4.8M

N/A

LOCATION, EXPANSION, RETENTION

Science & 
Technology

Science & 
Technology

Science & 
Technology

Business & Financial 
Services

Manufacturing  
& Logistics

Manufacturing  
& Logistics

Manufacturing  
& Logistics
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Wilmington Startup

4

Newark Science & 
Technology

Science & 
Technology

Science & 
Technology

Science & 
Technology

Science & 
Technology

Startup Retained 
Jobs

2

Dover Location

1

Wilmington Retention

205

Newport Manufacturing & 
Logistics

Expansion

125

 New  
Jobs

 New  
Jobs

 New  
Jobs

 New  
Jobs

Retained  
Jobs

Retained  
Jobs

N/A

N/A

N/A

Dover Expansion & 
Retention

8

New Castle Food &  
Agriculture

Location

25

$3M

$1M

$1.9M

$2M

Capital 
Investment

Capital 
Investment

Capital 
Investment

Capital 
Investment
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Chestnut Run 
Innovation  
& Science Park
Wilmington
CRISP Partners LLC
Capital Investment: $176.6M
Level II Grant, up to $1.4M

1

Site Readiness Grants Supported by DPP

Milford  
Corporate  
Center
Milford
City of Milford
Capital Investment: $34.8M
Level II Grant, up to $1.4M

8

Harrington  
Industrial Park
Harrington
City of Harrington
Capital Investment: $6.3M
Level II Grant, up to $900K

Seaford  
Industrial Park
Seaford
1.3 million SF
Seaford Industrial LLC
Capital Investment: $75M
Level II Grant, up to $1.9M

First Park  
New Castle
New Castle
837,000 SF
FR First Park New Castle LLC
Capital Investment: $21.1M
Level II Grant, up to $1.4M

800 New Castle  
Avenue
New Castle
170,820 SF
Ivy Castle Property LLC
Capital Investment: $18.5M
Level II Grant, up to $700K

9
11

12

13

14

15

16
17

18

19

20
21

2
3

46

5

7

PREPARING PLACES TO PROSPER  

22

10

8



DPP supported six properties in their 
successful applications for Site Readiness 
Grant funding in 2025. The cumulative 
$7.7 million awarded supports an overall 
anticipated investment of $332.3 million by the 
property owners Working with the Division of Small Business, DPP 
has now supported 30 Site Readiness Grant applications for 27 sites 
since DPP assisted the state in creating and launching the program 
in 2022. These awards reflect all-time capital investment by Site 
Readiness recipients of over $1.89 billion.

Milford  
Corporate  
Center
Milford
City of Milford
Capital Investment: $34.8M
Level II Grant, up to $1.4M

Harrington  
Industrial Park
Harrington
City of Harrington
Capital Investment: $6.3M
Level II Grant, up to $900K

800 New Castle  
Avenue
New Castle
170,820 SF
Ivy Castle Property LLC
Capital Investment: $18.5M
Level II Grant, up to $700K

2025  
AWARDS

PRIOR
GRANTS

1.	 Drawbridge Claymont 
Claymont 

2.	 Chestnut Run Innovation and 
Science Park 
Wilmington

3.	 I-495 Logistics Center 
Wilmington

4.	 KSIP I Piccard Industrial 
Logistics/Hub 
New Castle 

5.	 Governor Lea Road 
Redevelopment 
New Castle 

6.	 Blue Diamond Park 
New Castle 

7.	 St. Georges Logistics Center 
Middletown

8.	 144 Fork Branch Road 
Dover 

9.	 Dover Industrial LLC 
Dover 

10.	 Central Enterprise Park 
Dover 

11.	 MCI Bayside Drive LLC 
Dover 

12.	 Wyoming Business Center 
Wyoming 

13.	 Felton Drive-In LLC 
Felton 

14.	 Milford Corporate Center 
Milford 

15.	 975 East Masten Circle 
Milford

16.	 Harrington Industrial Park 
Harrington 

17.	 CMT Inc. 
Harrington 

18.	 20354 Sussex Highway 
Bridgeville 

19.	 Delaware Coastal Business 
Park 
Georgetown ​ 

20.	Frankford Business Park 
Frankford 

21.	 Williamsville Industrial Park 
Selbyville

22.	 Duck Creek Business Campus 
Smyrna
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DPP Innovation  
Focuses on Expanding
Expansion of DPP’s innovation and 
entrepreneurship programming emerged as 
a priority in 2025, and numerous steps taken 
during the year reflected that goal. Among 
these activities was the appointment of 
more than a dozen additional members to 
the DPP Board of Directors – most of whom 
hail from the entrepreneur, science and 
technology sectors of Delaware’s business 
community – to give an increased depth of 
perspective around innovation in a variety 
of industries. Another activity was initiating 
development of new investment strategies 
for startup and emerging companies.  
To reflect this greater emphasis and broader 
focus, DPP’s Innovation Team leader Noah Olson was promoted to Vice 
President of Innovation.

At the same time, the Innovation Team continued its work to 
strengthen the statewide innovation and entrepreneurship 
ecosystem through greater deployment of its existing practices. DPP 
engaged with 155 startup companies, assisting three of them with 
locating in Delaware and several others with market connections.  
DPP Innovation also continued advancing Delaware’s presence 
in local, regional, national and international innovation networks 
by attending more than 60 sector events; completing a dozen 
speaking engagements, including the Bisnow Philadelphia Life 
Sciences Conference; serving on organization boards and planning 
committees; and judging key competitions across the state and 
region. Finally, DPP spread the word – addressing audiences including 
the New Castle County Chamber of Commerce State of the County 
conference – about the value and availability of the 2025 Statewide 
Science and Technology Assessment for others to use in their own 
strategic planning.

Grant Program  
Funds More  
Lab Growth
Delaware’s Graduated Lab Space 
Grant helps create wet lab space 
for the state’s growing science 
and technology industry. In 2025, 
DPP supported two successful 
applicants for Graduated Lab 
Space Grants: QPS (shown), 
which requested a $1.1 million 
grant to expand its Delaware 
Technology Park site and Ally 
Nutra, which requested a grant 
of $476,140 to expand its Dover 
facility. Since the program’s 
establishment in 2021, DPP 
has supported 15 applications 
totaling nearly $16.6 million – 
contributing toward $122.2 million 
in private capital investment and 
anticipated creation of 776 jobs.

INNOVATING TOWARD THE FUTURE
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DPP’s fifth annual 
Startup302 saw nine early-
stage companies with 
underrepresented founders 
win a share of $113,500 in 
nondilutive grant funding. 
For the first time, the finals 
for the pitch competition 
were spread across a trio of 
industry-specific events to 
maximize awareness and 
networking opportunities 
within the competitors’ 
sectors. Since its launch in 
2021, Startup302 has had 
583 companies apply to 
compete and 61 of them 
have shared more than $926,500 in unrestricted grants. Of the winners, 
21 have been homegrown ventures from Delaware and one – 2025 
Environmental Impact winner KiposTech – chose to move operations  
to Delaware following the competition. 

9 Ventures Share $113K in 
Funding in 5th Startup302

Governor Matt Meyer congratulated the Startup302 Life 
Sciences finalists following their pitch competition at 
the Delaware’s DNA Conference.

WINNERS 
Environmental Impact
1st: KiposTech (PA)
2nd: Rotate8 (CA)
3rd: Crystron Materials (DE)

FinTech
1st: Roamstay (WA)
2nd: GradVillage (DE)
3rd: Innocuous AI (NY)
Life Sciences
1st: Fetal Therapy Technologies (MD)
2nd: Vasowatch (PA)
3rd: Aeromedical Innovations (DE)
Delaware Small Business
1st: GradVillage (DE)
2nd: Crystron Materials (DE)
3rd: Aeromedical Innovations (DE)
 
 FAST FACTS 
Categories
Environmental Impact,  
FinTech, Life Sciences
Qualifying Founder Demographics
Black, Female, Hispanic  
Native American, LGBTQ+
Applicant Stats
107 Entrants
20 States & 7 Countries Represented
9 Finalists from 6 States
Finals Events & Their Hosts
FinTech & Fairways: 
CAFÉ and Chartline Capital
CleanTech Ecosystem Summit:  
The Innovation Space
Delaware’s DNA Conference 
Delaware BioScience Association

Delaware’s Innovator Benefits
In its May/June issue, the international economic 
development publication Business Facilities provided 
a snapshot of Delaware’s entrepreneurial ecosystem, 
financial services leadership and  
global trade strengths. View the article  
“Delaware Invests in Innovators” here:
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DPP Promotion Spans U.S and  
Reaches Around the Globe 
2025 found DPP staff promoting Delaware 
through 34 targeted events in 13 states 
plus Washington, D.C., and seven other 
countries. Industry-specific messaging 
included Delaware’s status as a nationally 
recognized destination for life science 
companies looking to expand and establish 
new research and development and 
manufacturing facilities. Outreach focused 
on foreign direct investment (FDI) aimed 
to convey why Delaware ranks 1st in FDI 
competitiveness, according to Business 
Facilities Magazine’s 2025 State Rankings 
Report. Whether in the United States or 
abroad, these events and trips furthered 
Delaware as a destination for business 
expansion and cultivated connections with 
site selectors and other decisionmakers 
representing a range of sectors.

 

EVENTS INCLUDED: 

	■ Area Development Consultants Forum
	■ BIO International
	■ Consultant Connect Economix and Dallas, Washington 
and New York Summits

	■ DPP / State of Delaware England and Estonia Trip
	■ Global Underwater HubSubsea Expo
	■ Industrial Asset Management Council Spring Forum  
and Fall Forum

	■ International Economic Development Council  
Annual Conference

	■ Port of Blyth (UK) Tenant Event
	■ SelectUSA Investment Summit, Italy Roadshow  
and Canada Conference

	■ Site Selectors Guild Annual Conference, Winter Summit, 
Guild Partner Summer Summit, Virtual Table Talk  
and Fall Forum

SHARING DELAWARE’S STRENGTHS

 
 

1.	 Delaware

2.	 South Carolina 
3.	 Kentucky
4.	 Massachusetts
5.	 Vermont
6.	 Alabama
7.	 New York 
8.	 Texas 
9.	 North Carolina
10.	Florida

FDI  
COMPETITIVENESS 
BUSINESS  
FACILITIES  
RANKINGS
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BIO International: DPP’s Noah Olson 
joined forces with Nicole Merli and 
Michael Fleming of the Delaware 
BioScience Association to promote 
Delaware’s innovation ecosystem 
and life sciences environment to 
more than 21,000 attendees.

England and Estonia Trip: DPP’s Noah 
Olson and State of Delaware Director of 
International Development David Mathe, 
joined by DPP Global Advisor David 
Smallman, shared why Delaware is a top 
entry point for European companies looking 
to expand into the U.S. market during a one-
day, eight-engagement visit to Manchester, 
England, and then a pair of events in 
cooperation with the American Chamber of 
Commerce in Estonia.

SelectUSA Investment Summit: DPP was honored to have Governor 
Matt Meyer, Delaware Secretary of State Charuni Patibanda-Sanchez 
and State Director of International Development Dave Mathe help 
us make a strong showing for Delaware before an estimated 5,500 
attendees at the largest FDI conference in the U.S. DPP also coordinated 
the Secretary of State’s appearance on the Fedtrade by Rothwell Figg 
podcast’s SelectUSA Spotlight Series.

Mid-Atlantic  
Healthcare  
Tech Showcase
As a leadup to May’s SelectUSA 
Investment Summit, DPP teamed with 
Choose New Jersey and Select Greater 
Philadelphia to host representatives 
of international healthcare 
companies and other influencers 
at a SelectUSA spinoff. The two-day 
“Healthcare Tech: An Inside Look at 
the Expertise and Innovation Driving 
the Mid-Atlantic’s Largest Industry 
Sector” event touted Delaware 
Valley opportunities presented by 
the regional Advancing Photonics 
Technologies Innovation Engine 
and PROPEL Tech Hub. Delaware 
highlights included a bus tour of 
Wilmington’s Chestnut Run Innovation 
& Science Park; a foot tour of Prelude 
Therapeutics; panel discussions at 
The Innovation Space; and a DPP-
hosted reception at CSC Station.

 
 

1.	 Delaware

2.	 South Carolina 
3.	 Kentucky
4.	 Massachusetts
5.	 Vermont
6.	 Alabama
7.	 New York 
8.	 Texas 
9.	 North Carolina
10.	Florida

FDI  
COMPETITIVENESS 
BUSINESS  
FACILITIES  
RANKINGS
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Connection, 
Collaboration, 
Celebration  
and Support  
Across Our State & Beyond
DPP crisscrossed the state and region to 
engage with the business community 
throughout New Castle, Kent and Sussex 
counties. Staff completed 39 speaking 
engagements, continued co-hosting bimonthly 
partners meetings with the Division of Small 
Business and highlighted collaborators across 
sectors with an Economic Development Week 
social media campaign that logged nearly 
15,000 impressions. DPP’s Research Team 
completed 82 research requests for prospects, 
state and local government agencies, private 
developers and the Delaware business 
community. DPP research also worked with 
the state Department of Education and the 
Delaware Workforce Development Board to 
broaden the definition of “geographic region” 
toward planning public education Pathways 
programs and established a partnership with 
the Council for Community and Economic 
Research to improve the quality of data 
collected for Delaware’s cost-of-living index.

LOCAL ENGAGEMENT & PROMOTION

View All of DPP’s 
ED Week Posts

In September, DPP’s Becky Harrington and Michael Hare of Buccini Pollin Group 
addressed the Commercial Industrial Realty Council of Delaware as part of a panel 
discussion on creating places where young professionals want to live.

DPP’s Charles 
A. Madden and 
Bryan Mack, 
with Zachary 
Prebula from 
Kent Economic 
Partnership, 
during a BRE 
visit to Baltimore 
Aircoil Company’s 
Milford Plant, 
where they met 
with Maintenance 
Manager Martin 
Holemo.
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DPP’s Charles 
A. Madden and 
Bryan Mack, 
with Zachary 
Prebula from 
Kent Economic 
Partnership, 
during a BRE 
visit to Baltimore 
Aircoil Company’s 
Milford Plant, 
where they met 
with Maintenance 
Manager Martin 
Holemo.

Impact of 
Existing Business 
Outreach Grows 
DPP stepped up its formal 
Existing Business Retention & 
Expansion Engagement (BRE) 
program in 2025 and saw 
significant success. Three of 
DPP’s announcements for the 
year – Corteva, Sun Chemical 
and Ally Nutra – were retention 
projects, and they accounted for 
$17.4 million in projected capital 
investment and 340 retained 
jobs. In all, DPP staff made 106 
BRE visits to all three counties 
to engage with companies 
both new to DPP and those with 
long-established relationships. 
More than half of 
those visited also 
completed follow-
up surveys that 
provide additional 
insight into each 
company’s goals 
and challenges and 
information about how DPP can 
best support them.

New DPP Videos  
Highlight Diamond 
State’s Hidden Gems

Wilmington  
Grand Prix
New Castle County

Loblolly  
Acres
Kent County

World 
Skimboarding 
Sussex County

WDEL’s “Del-AWARE” host Peter MacArthur with 
DPP-presented guest Kimberly Richardson of 
Wilmington University School of Law.

Hear All 
Interviews

in the  
WDEL  

Series:

Learn More
About BRE:

Broadcasting 
the Voices  
of Delaware Business

Throughout 2025, DPP continued 
its partnership with WDEL 1150 
AM/101.7 FM Radio, presenting 
on-air interviews of key 
players in Delaware’s economic 
development and innovation 
ecosystems to promote 
Delaware’s value proposition and 
share DPP’s significance as a 
statewide convener and catalyst. 
Each conversation was reinforced 
by Prosperity Power Minutes about 
the benefits of doing business in 
Delaware and 30-second spots on 
related topics.  The live interviews 

were part of the “Del-AWARE” morning programming hosted by Peter 
MacArthur. In addition to DPP’s Kurt Foreman and Noah Olson, the 2025 
guests included:

	■ CSC President and CEO / DPP Board of Directors Co-Chair Rod Ward
	■ Delaware BioScience Association President Michael Fleming
	■ Wilmington University School of Law Associate Professor Kimberly Richardson
	■ Delaware Division of Small Business Director C.J. Bell
	■ Ardent Process Technologies CEO Erica Nemser
	■ Sussex County Economic Development Director Andrew Harton
	■ Avkin CEO Amy Cowperthwait
	■ BioConnect DE Executive Director Dr. Katie Lakofsky
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2025 DPP Honors & 
Achievements

	■ The International 
Economic Development 
Council (IEDC) honored 
the DPP website 
choosedelaware.com 
with a bronze 2025 IEDC 
Excellence Award, and the 
Association of Fundraising 
Professionals – Brandywine 
Chapter recognized DPP 
with 2025 Fundraising 
and Communications Excellence Awards for 
choosedelaware.com and the 2024 annual 
report.

	■ Noah Olson was selected 
by The Connect as a 2025 
Changemaker of the 
Year for his work to make 
Delaware a great place 
for young professionals.

	■ Kurt Foreman was named 
to the Delaware Business 
Times Delaware 222 list along with DPP Board 
founding Co-Chair Rod Ward of CSC; current 
Co-Chairs Rob Herrera of The Mill and Rodger 
Levenson of WSFS; and Board members Rob 
Book of Delaware Electric Cooperative, Desa 
Burton of Zip Code Wilmington, Patrick Callahan 
of Keel3, Brian DiSabatino of EDiS Company, 
Steve Montgomery of The Starboard Restaurant 
Group, Terry Murphy of Bayhealth and Kris Vaddi  
of Prelude Therapeutics.

With Gratitude to 
Kurt Foreman

DPP bid farewell to longtime President and CEO Kurt 
Foreman, who concluded seven years as DPP’s first 
executive and was responsible for the organization’s 
success since 2018. As the Delaware Business Times 
highlighted, Kurt was instrumental in putting Delaware 
on the short list of site selection decisionmakers both 
nationally and internationally.  
 
Under his leadership, DPP helped Delaware 
attract 89 location and expansion projects that 
account for more than $3.6 billion in projected 
capital investment supporting over 11,700 new 
and retained jobs. The Board thanked Kurt for 
bringing key stakeholders together leveraging 
relationships to promote prosperity for all of 
Delaware.

DOING DELAWARE PROUD

Delaware
Business
Times  
Article:
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DPP Staff
Becky Harrington
Interim President & CEO
Vice President, Business Development
bharrington@choosedelaware.com

Erica Crell
Senior Manager, Innovation
ecrell@choosedelaware.com

Delaney Chaffin
Research Manager
dchaffin@choosedelaware.com

DPP Thanks Michael Marquardt
for the innumerable contributions he made 

to Delaware economic development 
throughout his tenure as Global Advisor. 

Whether from right here in Delaware or 
while accompanying staff on trips to 
Europe and other locales, he offered 
invaluable business insight, cultural 
advisement and other guidance 

and support to the DPP Team and its 
partners. Thank you, Michael! 

Megan Kopistecki
Director, Business Development
mkopistecki@choosedelaware.com

Jill Abbott
Engagement Manager
jabbott@choosedelaware.com

Chris Kelly
Director, Economic Research
ckelly@choosedelaware.com

Susan Coulby
Senior Manager, Communications
scoulby@choosedelaware.com

Joseph L. Lewis III
Director, Marketing & External Relations
jlewis@choosedelaware.com

Dalia Rodriguez
Operations Manager
drodriguez@choosedelaware.com

Bryan Mack
Senior Manager, Existing Business Engagement
bmack@choosedelaware.com

David Smallman
Global Advisor
dsmallman@choosedelaware.com

Noah Olson
Vice President, Innovation
nolson@choosedelaware.com

Learn more about  
the DPP Team:
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In Memoriam:  
Richard Wilkins
DPP Board of Directors 
member Richard 
Wilkins of Wilkins Farms, 
who passed away in 
August 2025, was a pillar 
of the Delaware farming 
and business communities and 
a valuable resource for DPP. 
His contributions to Delaware 
economic development, agriculture 
and the agribusiness community 
here and beyond were many.

Thank You, 
Retiring Board 
Members! 
Rod Ward
DPP is grateful to the President and CEO 
of CSC, for his leadership in launching 
Delaware Prosperity Partnership and for 
his sustained commitment as Co-Chair 
of the DPP Board of Directors from 2017 to 
2025. Rod offered value-added guidance 
over the initial phases of DPP’s journey and 
a collaborative approach to statewide 
economic development among public 
sector and private sector stakeholders. 
Rod’s wisdom and efficiency inspired DPP 
and its partners to work together to promote 
economic growth and greater opportunities 
across Delaware.

INFLUENTIAL, STRATEGIC, FUTURE-FOCUSED

Fayetta Blake &  
Rob Rider
Fay and Rob both concluded their tenure 
on the DPP Board of Directors in 2025. Fay, 
who is CEO of Pathways to Success Inc., 
began serving on the Board in 2021 and 
was Chair of the Audit Committee. Rob, 
who is the CEO of O.A. Newton and Sons, 
was a founding member of the Board 
in 2017, served as Board Treasurer and 
also had been Chair of the Performance 
Oversight Committee.

Fayetta Blake

Rob Rider

Farewell to
Rod Video
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DPP Board of Directors
Governor Matt Meyer
State of Delaware 
Rob Herrera 
Co-Chair 
The Mill
Rodger Levenson 
Co-Chair 
WSFS
Beth G. Brand 
Secretary 
University of Delaware
Shane Breakie 
Treasurer 
Chesapeake Utilities
Terry Murphy 
Non-Officer Executive  
Committee Member 
Bayhealth
Rob Book 
Delaware Electric Cooperative
Desa Burton 
Zip Code Wilmington
Representative William Bush 
Delaware Legislature, District 29

Patrick Callahan 
Keel3
Ed Capodanno 
Retired ABC Delaware President
Malcolm Coley 
Futures First Gaming
Brian DiSabatino 
EDiS Company
Tony M. Edwards 
Formerly DuPont
Dr. Daniel Freeman 
Horn Entrepreneurship
John Gavenonis 
West Pharmaceutical Services
Ted Lauzen
Grey Fox Wealth Advisors
Jeanne Mell 
JMell Communications
Steve Montgomery 
The Starboard  
Restaurant Group
Emilie Ninan 
Barnes & Thornburg

Senator Brian Pettyjohn 
Delaware Legislature, District 19
Lisa Schmidt 
Richards, Layton & Finger
Paula Swain 
Incyte Charitable Giving Foundation
Whitney Sweeney 
Nomura Asset Management
Dr. Suzanne Sysko Clough 
AmalgamRx
Dr. Kris Vaddi 
Prelude Therapeutics
Senator Jack Walsh 
Delaware Legislature, District 9
Dr. Cherese Winstead 
Delaware State University
Robert Wittig 
DSM Commercial
Representative Lyndon Yearick 
Delaware Legislature, District 34

Learn more  
about the  
DPP Board:
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•	 Adesis 
•	 Aloysius Butler & Clark (AB&C) 
•	 Amazon
•	 Architectural Alliance
•	 Artesian Resources
•	 Artisans’ Bank
•	 Bancroft Construction Company 
•	 Bank of America
•	 Barclays U.S. Consumer Bank
•	 Barnes & Thornburg
•	 Bayhealth
•	 Becker Morgan Group
•	 Beebe Healthcare
•	 Best Egg
•	 Bloom Energy
•	 Boulden Brothers
•	 Breakwater Accounting  

+ Advisory Corp
•	 Bronze Valley
•	 Buccini Pollin Group
•	 ByrdGomes LLC
•	 Capital One
•	 Chemours
•	 Chesapeake Utilities Corporation
•	 Colonial Parking Inc.

•	 CSC
•	 D2 Organization
•	 Delaware Association of Realtors
•	 Delaware Electric Cooperative
•	 Delaware State University
•	 Delaware Technical  

Community College
•	 Delmarva Power
•	 DeNovix Inc.
•	 Desmond Baker & Associates
•	 Discover
•	 DiSabatino Construction Company
•	 Draper Media
•	 DuPont
•	 DuPont Country Club
•	 EDiS Company
•	 FMC
•	 Fulton Bank
•	 George & Lynch
•	 Harvey, Hanna & Associates Inc.
•	 Highmark
•	 Incyte Corporation
•	 JPMorgan Chase
•	 M&T Bank
•	 M. Davis & Sons Inc.

•	 McKim & Creed   
(Landmark Engineering)

•	 Morris James LLP
•	 NFP (formerly Lyons Companies)
•	 O.A. Newton Inc.
•	 Pathways to Success Inc.
•	 PNC
•	 Richards, Layton & Finger
•	 Solenis
•	 State of Delaware
•	 The Mill Partners LLC
•	 The Precisionists Inc. (TPI)
•	 The Whiting-Turner  

Contracting Company
•	 Today Media
•	 University of Delaware
•	 Vandemark & Lynch
•	 Verizon
•	 Views Digital Marketing
•	 W.L. Gore & Associates
•	 Wohlsen Construction
•	 Wilmington University
•	 WSFS Cares Foundation

DPP thanks our  
generous investors...
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… for supporting our 
work throughout 2025!



1007 N. Orange St. 
Suite 317
Wilmington, DE 19801

Dover:
435 N. DuPont Hwy.
Dover, DE 19901

choosedelaware.com
livelovedelaware.com
innovate@choosedelaware.com
302.924.8871


